Inside the Vatican Pilgrimages
California Missions
March 16-24, 2020
Celebrating more than
250 years since the founding of the first California Mission &
25 years of publishing Inside the Vatican magazine!

Welcome to a journey in search of the spiritual roots of the
American West — the California Missions!
When the Spanish discovered America, they were in search of wealth and empire, but
one of their goals was spiritual: to win souls for Christ. One center of these efforts was
the coast of California. Over 54 years, between 1769 and 1823, a number of
Franciscan friars, led by St. Junipero Serra, founded 21 Spanish missions along 600
miles of the California coast, from San Diego to Carmel. These missions were
churches where Mass and the other sacraments were celebrated, but they were also
centers of technology and learning where European skills, such as agriculture and
animal husbandry, were taught to the indigenous population, which greatly enhanced
aspects of their lives. Many of these missions are still active churches today. During
our California Missions Pilgrimage, we will visit 8 of the 21 Spanish missions. Our
journey back in time to the late 1700s and early 1800s will traverse 600 miles in a
series of short drives, generally less than an hour each, along the spectacular
California coastline.
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“The Lord bless you and keep you.
May He show His face to you and have mercy.
May He turn His countenance to you and give you peace.”
—The Blessing of St Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)
As pilgrims, our journey will weave our inner and outer being into a spiritual fabric of
presence, attention and response… The presence of God in sacred spaces and in the
heartbreakingly beautiful landscape and seascape of the California coastline… Attention
to those who went before us in prayer and labor, to those who live and work in the
California Missions today, and to those who will come after us in coming generations...
Daily we will “break bread” together and walk amid God’s beautiful creations, sharing
ourselves, our stories, weaving our individual threads into a richly-hued tapestry. This
pilgrimage, with these pilgrims, will be unique, never to be repeated.

Day 1: Monday, March 16 — Arrive in San Diego
Where it all began…
“I have placed all my confidence in
God, from whose goodness I hope He
will grant me to reach not only San
Diego to raise the standard of the
Holy Cross in that port, but also
Monterey.” —St. Junipero Serra,
1768, when he was about to begin
his missionary work in California
This quote shapes our pilgrimage– we
begin in San Diego and pilgrimage
north towards Monterey/Carmel.
San Diego's Balboa Park

Immediately, upon your arrival, your transfer will take you directly to the hotel, the firstclass, family-owned, Porto Vista Hotel, located in San Diego’s Little Italy district. We
will be here for two nights. After we arrive, we will have time to rest, stroll through the
Mercato Farmer’s Market located just around the corner from the hotel (enjoy the live
music, local crafts, fresh produce and seafood including just-caught sea urchin) or enjoy
the many amenities at the hotel, including a state-of-the-art fitness facility and
spectacular panoramic views of San Diego Harbor from vantage points in the hotel.
Later, we’ll attend a private Mass followed by a welcome dinner with Dr. Robert
Moynihan, the founder and editor of Inside the Vatican magazine. Overnight San Diego.
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Little Italy
For almost 100 years, the jewel of San Diego’s Little Italy has been Our Lady of the
Rosary Catholic Church. We will attend Mass here and stay in Little Italy – a stable
ethnic business and residential community which is Downtown San Diego’s oldest
continuous neighborhood business district. At one time, more than 6,000 Italian
families lived in Little Italy and toiled to build San Diego into the center of the
world’s tuna industry. With the decline of the tuna industry on the West Coast and the
destruction of 35% of Little Italy due to the construction of the Interstate-5 freeway;
Little Italy suffered nearly thirty years of decline. In the early 1990′s, established
property owners and family-run business owners began reviving this once thriving
neighborhood over the next 20 years, while telling the story of Little Italy to its
visitors through public art displays, amazing piazza and tons of restaurants, cafes and
pubs rich with authentic Italian flavors. Mangia bene!

Day 2: Tuesday, March 17 — Feast of St. Patrick
Mission San Diego de Alcala, founded 1769 (Our First Mission - and the First
Mission)

t

“I desire nothing more from you than this, that when the news of my death shall have
reached your ears, I ask you to say for the benefit of my soul: ‘May he rest in peace.’ Nor
shall I omit to do the same for you, so that all of us will attain the goal for which we have
been created.” —St. Junipero Serra, to his theology students on the island of Mallorca
in the year 1743. Shortly after, Serra, who was about 5 feet tall, felt the call to become
a missionary in the New World
On our first day, we will begin
where it all began, by visiting the
first mission, the oldest of all,
Mission San Diego de Alcala,
founded July 16, 1769, by St.
Junipero Serra (1713-1784).
Mission San Diego de Alcala,
(photo, left) will have just finished
celebrating the 250 year since its
founding!
th

The day will begin with breakfast
at our hotel followed by a visit to
this basilica to attend Mass.
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Afterwards, we will enjoy a private tour of this beautiful mission.
Lunch will be on your own, allowing you to have the afternoon to explore San Diego and
Little Italy on your own. In the evening, we will join special guests, some of our readers
and supporters, at a special dinner celebrating 27 years of publishing Inside the
Vatican magazine. The dinner will be a joyous occasion, and if anybody feels like
breaking into an Irish song afterwards, we will join in! This will be the first of two
special celebratory dinners during this pilgrimage. Overnight San Diego.

Day 3: Wednesday, March 18 —Faith and Culture in California
Hail to the King! Mission San Luis Rey, founded 1798
(Our Second Mission)
After breakfast, we will head north to our
second mission, Mission San Luis Rey
(photo, left), named for St. Louis IX, King
of France (1214-1270). At his coronation,
Louis bound himself by oath to behave as
God’s anointed and to be a King of
Peace. He kept that oath, reforming the
justice system by replacing trial by
combat with testimony from witnesses.
Louis cared for the sick, built hospitals,
and every day had 13 poor people at his
table. He is the patron saint of the secular
Franciscan order, the Third Order of St.
Francis.
Mission San Luis Rey, a National Historic Landmark,
was founded in 1798, and is known as the “King of the
Missions.” It is the largest of all the 21 California missions and is home to a community
of Franciscan Friars and the “Oldest Living Pepper Tree” in California. The first pepper
trees were planted by Fr. Antonio Peyri using seeds brought here in 1830
by a sailor from Peru.
King St. Louis IX (image, right) was born in Poissy, France in
1214 to Louis VIII and Blanche of Castille. He succeeded to
the throne at the age of 12 under the regency of his mother. On
his 21st birthday he assumed full kingship. He established
the Sorbonne (1252) and the monasteries of Rayaumont, Vavert
and Maubuisson. Louis led two crusades, the Sixth and the
Seventh. He was captured and imprisoned during the Sixth
(1244-1249). At the onset of the Seventh Crusade in 1270, Louis
died of dysentery. Pope Boniface VIII canonized him in 1297.
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As we depart San Diego traveling along the beautiful California
coast (photo, left) we will stop at La Jolla for coffee. The
name la joya is said to originate from either the
Spanish word La Joya meaning “the jewel” or the
Native American term woholle meaning “hole in
the mountains.” Neither term may adequately
describe the splendor of this stylish social
landmark. The La Jolla Playhouse was founded
by Gregory Peck, along with actors Dorothy
McGuire and Mell Ferrer, in 1947. Peck was
born in La Jolla. Other residents of note include
the late author Theodore “Dr. Seuss” Geisel, the late
Senator John McCain, and presidential candidate Mitt
Romney.
Our private tour of Mission San Luis Rey will be followed by Mass. Following lunch at
Ruby’s Diner overlooking the Pacific Ocean on the Oceanside Pier; we will resume our
travels, heading north to our third Mission, the Mission San Juan Capistrano. We will
stay at the new Hampton Inn-Mission located in nearby Mission Viejo for two nights.
This hotel offers an outdoor courtyard with ab waterfall beside the pool, and a cozy
fireplace. Dinner will be at a restaurant near the hotel. Overnight in Mission Viejo.

Day 4: Thursday, March 19 — Feast of St. Joseph
The Return of the Swallows: Mission San Juan Capistrano, founded 1776 (Our
Third Mission)
“Those who are called to the table of the Lord must glow with
the brightness that comes from the good example of a
praiseworthy and blameless life. They must completely remove
from their lives the filth and uncleanness of vice. Their upright
lives must make them be the salt of the earth for themselves
and for the rest of mankind. The brightness of their wisdom
must make them the light of the world that brings light
to others.” —St. John of Capistrano (1386-1456)
After breakfast, we will depart for
the 8:30 am Mass at the
Mission San Juan Capistrano. This is the day the
swallows return and it is the Feast of St. Joseph,
Patron of the Universal Church! After touring the
historic mission, we will join the annual Return of
the Swallows Festival, a tradition begun in the
1930s. The festival includes exhibits, singing,
dancing, Native American basket weaving, a
presentation on the swallows, and a vast array of food.
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The pilgrims are encouraged to wander through the festival on
their own to sample the fare and participate in activities of
their own choosing. We will gather together again at
3:00 pm and depart for the hotel to rest and prepare
for the evening festivities.
Our second dinner celebrating 27 years of
publishing Inside the Vatican magazine will be
held this evening in nearby Dana Point. Overnight in
Mission Viejo.

Day 5: Friday, March 20 — To the Sea
Mission San Buenaventura also known as “The Mission by
the Sea,” founded 1782 (Our Fourth Mission)
After breakfast and Mass at the Mission San Juan Capistrano,
we depart for our fourth mission, Mission San Buenaventura
(photo, below; inside photo, left), also known as “The Mission
by the Sea.” This is the last mission founded by St. Junipero
Serra of the nine he personally founded.

Father
Serra’s
successor, Padre Cambon, built
seven miles of aqueducts which
allowed the mission to have
flourishing gardens and orchards.
The Mission had a hard life,
though: because it is “The Mission
by the Sea” it suffered from a series
of earthquakes and tsunamis in 1812;
pillaging pirates in 1818 (the padres
eventually bargained their demands down);
and then later, in 1833, it faced a
secularization decree from the Mexican
government resulting in the confiscation of property and
buildings. It was not until 1862, after California had become a State of the Union, that
President Abraham Lincoln returned the church, the cemetery and the vineyard to the
Church!
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Day 5 continued…

St. Bonaventure (image left), known as “the Seraphic
Doctor,” was born at Bagnoregio, in the Lazio region
of central Italy, in 1221. Baptized “John”, he received
the name of Bonaventure in consequence of an
exclamation of St. Francis of Assisi, when, in
response to the pleading of the child's mother, the
saint prayed for John’s recovery from a dangerous
illness, and, foreseeing the future greatness of the
little John, cried out “O Buona ventura” — “O good
things to come!”
At the age of 22, St. Bonaventure entered the Franciscan
Order. Having made his vows, he was sent to Paris to
complete his studies under the celebrated doctor Alexander of
Hales, an Englishman and a Franciscan. In Paris, he became the
intimate friend of the great St. Thomas Aquinas (1226-1274). He received the degree of
Doctor, together with St. Thomas Aquinas, ceding to his friend, against Thomas’s
inclination, the honor of having it first conferred upon him. Like Aquinas, he enjoyed the
friendship of the holy king, St. Louis of France.
The ride up the California coast is
famously — and breathtakingly —
stunning. We will stop for lunch in
Malibu (photo, right). When we
arrive at the mission, we will enjoy a
private tour.

After the tour, we board the bus and head
to the pier in Santa Barbara (photo,
left, street scene). Stearns Wharf is
located adjacent to the harbor in
Santa Barbara. When completed in
1872, it became the longest deepwater wharf between San Pedro and
San Francisco. Named for its builder,
local lumberman John P. Stearns, the
wharf served the passenger and freight
shipping needs of California’s South Coast for
over a quarter century.
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Then we wander over to the
charming village of Solvang
(photo, left) and our home for
the next two nights, the Hotel
Corque. There will be time to
explore this re-creation of
Copenhagen built by Danes
seeking to get away from snow
and ice. And yes, you will have
time to buy some real Danish
pastry! Overnight in Solvang.

Day 6: Saturday, March 21 – The Transitus of St. Benedict
Visiting the Queen: Mission Santa Barbara, “The Queen of the Missions,” founded
1807 (Our Fifth Mission) and Mission Santa Inés, founded 1804 (Our Sixth Mission)
“Jesus Christ is my only Spouse.” —St. Agnes (291-304 A.D)
Our new day begins as we stroll
through the village of Solvang
for breakfast at a little café.
After, we board the bus and head
to our fifth mission, known as
“The Queen of the Missions,”
Mission Santa Barbara (photo,
right). The mission has the
oldest unbroken tradition of
choral singing among the
California Missions and, indeed,
of any California institution.
Here we will attend Mass and
visit this beautiful mission.
The reservoir completed by the
monks in 1807 remained a vital
part of the Santa Barbara City water supply until 1993. When Mexico confiscated the
missions, all the records were brought to Mission Santa Barbara, which led to the
creation of the modern Mission-Archive Library, which now is the oldest library in
California in the hands of its original owners, the Franciscans. It is a priceless collection
of primary source materials for scholars of all aspects of early California, settlers and
Indians alike, and especially Padre Junipero Serra and his legacy. The Mission-Archive
Library contains one of the richest collections of colonial Franciscan music manuscripts
known today.
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Day 6: continued…
St. Barbara, also known as the Great Martyr Barbara, was an early
Christian Greek martyr born mid-third century in Heliopolis, Phoenicia.
She was the only daughter of a rich pagan, Dioscorus.
As a way of “protecting” his beautiful daughter, Dioscorus shielded
her from the world by locking her high up within a tower. From there,
she spent her days gazing upon the hills and admiring all of God's
creations. She often pondered about the “First Cause and Creator of
so harmonious and splendid a world.” She soon realized the idols her
father and teachers worshiped were not of God's creation.
Barbara secretly became a Christian and offered herself completely to the
Lord, choosing a life of consecrated virginity.
St. Barbara is one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers, venerated because their
intercession is believed to be particularly effective against diseases. Barbara is also often
invoked against lightning and fire, with an association of explosions. Her feast day is
celebrated on December 4. (Some propose that it should be on July 4!)
Our California trip would not be complete without a visit to
a winery, so after our tour of the mission, we will depart
for the lovely Sunstone Winery for lunch, a wine
tasting and a tour of how they grow
their grapes following organic
practices. (And yes, they will
ship wines home for you!)
(Photos left and right).

Very close by is our sixth
mission, the small Mission Santa
Inés (photo of interior, left) named for St.
Agnes (Inés in Spanish). The first Seminary in
California (Our Lady of Refuge) was built at this
mission in 1844.
The mission was founded in 1804 by the Franciscan
Esteban Tápis on a feast day dear to all Franciscans,
September 17, the day their holy Father, St. Francis, received his stigmata.
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Day 6: continued…

Mission Santa Ines

From the beginning, the plan was that at the end of
15 years, the mission would become a pueblo,
the Chumash Indians would receive lands,
and the Padres would become parish
priests. Toward that end, the Padres and
the Mexican settlers who came with them
taught ranching, farming, weaving, leather
and candle making, and directed the building
of an aqueduct from the Alamo Pintado River (1
½ miles north). In 1821, when Mexico achieved
independence from Spain, large numbers of soldiers were
stranded without food or money and expected the mission to
provide for them.

However, they did not share the Padres’ respect for the Indians, causing much tension
with the Chumash. When the missions were secularized by the Mexican government,
things became even more difficult for the Chumash. Not only were the Padres replaced
by government-appointed overseers, but the Spanish Franciscans were replaced by
Mexican Franciscans with strict orders to only provide for the spiritual needs of the
Chumash, and not their material needs. Under the new policy, the Chumash began to
leave the mission. Without their care, the mission fell into disrepair. In 1924 Capuchin
Fathers from Ireland were assigned to the mission and began a massive renovation of the
site in 1947.
St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 A.D. and raised in a wealthy family. Agnes was very
beautiful and her hand in marriage was highly sought after by many high-ranking men.
However, Agnes made a promise to God never to stain her purity. Her love for the
Lord was great and she hated sin even more than death! Whenever a man wished to
marry Agnes, she would always say, “Jesus Christ is my only Spouse.”
According to legend, the young men she turned away became so angry and insulted by
her devotion to God and purity that they began to submit her name to authorities as a
Christian follower. At that time, being convicted as a Christian meant certain death. At
last, she was condemned to death after refusing expensive gifts offered by the governor to
marry his son. She did not pay attention to those who begged her to save herself. “I
would offend my Spouse,” she said, “if I were to try to
please you. He chose me first and He shall have me!”
Then she prayed and bowed her head for the deathstroke of the sword. She died a virgin-martyr at the
age of 12 or 13 on January 21, 304.
After Mass, we will walk back to Solvang (photo,
right) for dinner at a local restaurant near the hotel.
Overnight in Solvang.
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Day 7: Sunday, March 22 – Bells, Tiles, a Castle and… Seals!
Mission San Luis Obispo, founded 1772 (Our Seventh Mission) and Mission San
Carlos Borromeo, founded 1797 (Our Eighth Mission)
Today’s journey will bring us to our ultimate destination: the tomb of the Father of the
Missions, Saint Junipero Serra. We begin with breakfast in the town, after which we will
visit our seventh mission, Mission San Luis Obispo (photo, left). The L-shaped
architecture here is unique among the missions, with
the belfry commanding attention. The famous
mission bells, originally from Lima, Peru, are
still rung by hand every day.
Necessity is the mother of invention. At
the very beginning of the mission, other
Indian tribes resented the friendly
relations between the Chumash and the
Padres, and sent flaming arrows into their
palisade. When rebuilding, the Padres
opted for tile roofs. Those tiles became a
signature design feature of all the missions, and
today of all Southern California, but unfortunately, did
not produce revenue for the mission.
This mission fell into ruins after the secularization of the 1830s and the Mission San
Luís Obispo was re-purposed as the first courthouse and jail in San Luis Obispo County!
Real restoration did not begin until 1933, and by then the church was in the middle of the
town.
Onward up the coast we ride for an hour with a brief pause in San Simeon (photo, right)
where we will have a glance at the outside of the famous Hearst Castle (Have you seen
Citizen Kane?). For some
light-hearted fun we will
travel a few minutes north of
Hearst Castle to Elephant
Seal Boardwalk for the best
view of the playful seals.
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The journey north will resume for another 45 minutes until
we arrive at New Camaldoli Hermitage (photo, right and
below) in Big Sur. Here we will find respite from our
travels in the
Mass,
spiritual
reflection
and
lunch. Approximately
20 Monks live here, each in a separate cell,
following the Rule of St. Benedict. The
Camaldolese branch of the Benedictine
family was founded by St. Romuald in the
late 10th century.
By a happy coincidence, our visit to this
Benedictine monastery will coincide with the anniversary just commemorated yesterday
of St. Benedict’s “Transitus,” or passing into Heaven.
By mid-afternoon it’s time for the final leg of the journey as we continue northbound
along the coast to the 8th and final mission, Mission San Carlos Borromeo in Carmelby-the-Sea. Every hour or so, we
will stop at a picturesque view,
first of McWay Falls (photo,
below), then of Pfeiffer Beach
and finally, Bixby Creek Bridge
(photo, right).

Our home in Carmel-by-the-Sea (photo, below) will
be at the historic Pine Inn located in downtown
Carmel within a five minute walk of the beach. Built
in 1889, the Pine Inn is Carmel’s first-ever hotel, as
well as its most unique, seamlessly blending historic
splendor and modern comfort.
Settle in to your
elegant, customfurnished accommodations, and enjoy amenities including
free Internet and pillow-top bedding. Our dinner
experience this evening will be at a restaurant near our
hotel. Overnight in Carmel-by-the-Sea.
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Day 8: Monday, March 23 — “Where it all ended…”
The Final Mission — Mission San Carlos Borromeo and The Tomb of
St. Junipero Serra
Our pilgrimage has an arc, from the first Mission of St. Junipero Serra to the Mission
which contains his tomb — from the height of his physical and spiritual power to the
place of his departure from
this world. So, here, we reach
our destination – the tomb of
St. Junipero Serra.
After a morning of free time
and lunch on your own in
Carmel, we will re-group to
spend the afternoon on the
grounds of the Mission San
Carlos Borromeo (photo,
left).
Here, the Father of the
Missions, St. Junipero Serra,
is buried (photo, right). We will have time to pray privately,
reflect on our experiences and seek solitude. A private
tour of the mission will be experienced before the
final, farewell dinner at a restaurant near the
hotel.
During dinner, the final touches to the tapestry
woven as we wandered and wondered through
the missions of the California coast will be
made, reflecting the individual and collective
experiences. Overnight in Carmel-by-the-Sea.

Day 9: Tuesday, March 24 — Farewell to the California Missions
Early in the morning we leave for San Jose International Airport, stopping for breakfast
along the way and exchanging our last goodbyes. Transfers will be scheduled to the
airport for your return home. Farewell to all our fellow pilgrims and friends until we meet
again. Vaya con Díos!
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Pilgrimage Overview–California Missions 2020
San Diego
• Spend two (2) nights at the historic Porto Vista Hotel located in the downtown Little Italy District
in San Diego
• Experience San Diego’s Little Italy, the largest Little Italy in the
United States
• Visit and attend Mass at our first mission, Mission San Diego de Alcala
• Attend the first of two (2) special dinners celebrating 27 years of
publishing Inside the Vatican magazine
• Sip coffee and enjoy snacks at the beautiful seaside town of
La Jolla
• Visit second mission, Mission San Luis Rey, a National Landmark, and attend Mass
• Dine overlooking the Pacific Ocean on the Oceanside Pier
Mission Viejo
• Spend two (2) nights at the Hampton Inn-Mission
• Attend the Return of the Swallows Festival on the Feast Day of St.
Joseph at Mission San Juan Capistrano
• Attend the second of two (2) special dinners celebrating 27 years of
publishing Inside the Vatican magazine
• Attend Mass at third mission, Mission San Juan Capistrano
• Drive along the coast, stopping for lunch in Malibu
• Visit our fourth mission, “Mission by the Sea,” Mission San
Buenaventura
• Visit Santa Barbara town and pier
Solvang
• Spend two (2) nights at the Hotel Corque in this quaint village, a recreation of Copenhagen
• Explore and attend Mass at our fifth mission, Mission Santa Barbara,
known for choral singing and the largest Mission Archive Library
• Savor the wine and local food at the Sunstone Winery
• Visit the sixth Mission Santa Ines (Agnes), the first seminary in
California
Carmel-by-the Sea
• Spend two (2) nights at the historic Pine Inn, Carmel’s first-ever hotel that blends historic
splendor with modern amenities
• Tour the seventh mission, Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, known
for the bells imported from Lima, Peru, that are still rung by hand
• Travel through San Simeon, stopping to view the Hearst Castle and
visiting the nearby Elephant Seal Boardwalk to watch the seals
• Attend Mass, lunch and a private spiritual reflection at the New
Camaldoli Hermitage in Big Sur
• Journey along the coast towards Carmel, stopping for the stunning
views of McWay Falls, Pfeffer Beach and Bixby Creek Bridge
• Experience our final encounter at the Mission San Carlos Borromeo
to visit the tomb of Saint Junipero Serra
• Explore the city of Carmel-by-the-Sea and attend our Farewell dinner
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California Missions 2020
COST
$3,090.00
$ 100.00

Land Package
Book by September 1, 2019

$

Cash Discount for payments by check or wire

95.00

$2,895.00
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Early Booking and Cash Discount Price

For Installment Payment Plans: if each payment is made by cash or check, the cash discount of $95.00
will be applied to the final installment.
Single Room Supplement -- $700.00 Please note: there are a limited number of single rooms
available.
Meals: (8) eight breakfasts; (4) four lunches, and (4) four dinners included: including (2) two very
special celebration dinners. (Note: bottled water will be available with meals. Wine and alcohol are
only included in the special celebration dinners.)
Bus – Private, first-class motor coach bus and all group transfers are included.
Taxes and Fees – All entrance fees are included. Bus driver tips are not included.
Hotel Transfers – Transfers from San Diego International Airport (SAN) to Porto Vista Hotel and
from Pine Inn to San Jose International Airport (SJC) are included.
Pilgrimage Does Not Include:
o Airfare
o Airport transfers (for those not arriving within specified time frames to participate
in the group transfers)
o Meals not specifically identified
o Beverages with meals unless specified.
o Gratuities payable to bus drivers
o Other personal expenses, including but not limited to laundry services, internet
services, mini-bar in hotels, et cetera
o Items not specifically mentioned in the pilgrimage description literature
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
•
•
•
•

A non-refundable deposit of $500.00 per participant is required at the time of booking. Please
make all payments by check payable to Inside the Vatican. For pilgrims outside the U.S., if you
prefer to wire funds, contact our office.
Full Payment – required 60 days prior to departure date: January 15, 2020.
Number of Pilgrims – limited to 25 pilgrims to allow for a peaceful and personal experience. A
minimum of 15 pilgrims is required for this pilgrimage to proceed.
Dr. Robert Moynihan, editor-in-chief of Inside the Vatican magazine, and Deborah Tomlinson,
President of Inside the Vatican Pilgrimages, will greet you at the Porto Vista Hotel and will
accompany your group for the entire pilgrimage.

We will make every effort to adhere to the printed program and itinerary. On rare
occasions, it may be necessary to adjust arrangements due to unforeseen circumstances
beyond our control (including such circumstances as the weather, acts of God, airline
schedule changes, hotel requisitions, political disturbances or transportation mechanical
problems). Should such adjustment be necessary, a substitution will be made to the best
of our abilities.

Join Inside the Vatican for this once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage!
For more information or to reserve your spot, contact our U.S. Office at 1-202-536-4555
or email us at pilgrimages@InsideTheVatican.com
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Terms & Conditions

Inside the Vatican Pilgrimages, California Missions, March 16 - 24, 2020
Inside the Vatican Pilgrimages,
Inside the Vatican, Inc., its
employees, shareholders, officers and directors
are collectively referred to herein as “ITVP.”
Household: ITVP defines household as those participants
who dwell under the same roof and have the same address
for at least 6 months per year.
Rates and Payments: Rates are based on applicable
rates as of November, 2018. If foreign exchange rates
apply and they change, we will invoice participants
accordingly.
Land Package—$3,090.00 Does not include airfare.
1st Payment: $500.00 non-refundable deposit – Due
at time of booking.
2nd Payment: Due January 16, 2019, 60 days from
departure.
Single Supplement fee – $700.00, if applicable - Due
with 2nd payment.
Cash Discount: A discount of $95.00 for payment in
full made by cash or check will be applied to the Land
Package cost, making the final cost $2995..00.
Installment payment plans: if each payment is made
by cash or check, the cash discount of $95.00 will be
applied to final installment.
Reservations and Payment Schedule: A $500.00 per
participant, non-refundable deposit is due at the time
of booking. Balance is due 60 days prior to departure.
If your reservation is received less than 60 days prior
to departure, then full payment is due at the time of
booking. Receipt of your non-refundable deposit shall
act as your agreement to and understanding of these
terms and conditions. Fax, internet, e-mail or phone
reservations are welcome. The non-refundable
deposit and/or payment in full must be received
within 7 days of booking or reservation will cancel. A
contract is made when your reservation and payment
are accepted by ITVP and any dispute shall be
governed by Virginia law.
Form of Payment: Bank/Certified Checks, Money
Orders, ACH or Wire Transfers (please fax a copy of
bank confirmation when wiring funds) are accepted
forms of payment at any time. Please note that a $30.00
wire fee must be added to wire payments. Personal
checks are acceptable if received more than 30 days
prior to departure date. You may also make Direct
Credit Card Payments to ITVP (Discover, Visa and
Master Card). Every reservation must be accompanied
by a signed Registration Form. Returned checks will
incur a $50.00 service fee. In case of computer or
human billing error, we reserve the right to re-invoice
participants with corrected billing.
Transfers: One (1) group transfer from Carmel to San
Jose International Airport (SJC) upon departure is
included. Only participants whose flights arrive into
San Diego before noon on Monday, March 16, 2020
and depart San Juan International Airport no earlier
than 10:00 am on Tuesday March, 24, 2020 will be
included in the group transfers. It is the responsibility
of a participant to notify ITVP of any flight delays. If
the participant’s flight is delayed and this delay causes
the participant to miss the scheduled group transfer,
the cost and arrangement of transfer from the airport
to the hotel becomes the participant’s responsibility.
Individual transfers to and from the airport are not
included in this package. Although ITVP can book an
individual transfer to the airport upon request, the
participant is financially responsible for that transfer.
Flight Schedule: Land Package participants are
responsible for purchasing their own tickets to arrive
into San Diego International Airport (SAN) on
Monday, March 16, 2020 and depart San Jose
International Airport (SJC) on Tuesday, March 24,
2020. Should a participant encounter a flight
delay/cancellation, it is the participant’s responsibility
to notify ITVP.

Insurance: Travel insurance is not included in the
Land Package; however, we strongly recommend that
you consider purchasing it.
Travel Documents: All travel documents are the
responsibility of the participant. Obtaining the visa
and its cost are the responsibility of the participant.
ITVP will not be responsible for any delays, damages
and/or losses, including missed portions of the
pilgrimage, due to improper travel documentation.
Cancellations due to lack of appropriate documents
will incur the usual penalties.
U.S. State Department & Other Agencies: From time
to time the U.S. State Department (www.state.gov) and the
Center for Disease Control (www.cdc.gov) and other
government agencies and departments issue travel
advisories or warnings for one or more of the destinations
that you may be visiting on tour. We encourage you to
contact these agencies directly to obtain the most current
information. ITVP cannot change the cancellation terms or
conditions based on the issuance of any such warning or
advisory or the occurrence of any terror, problems or ill
health, or other incident in one or more of the places this
tour is scheduled to visit. All cancellation penalties must
remain in full force and effect as outlined on this form.
Travel insurance may or may not cover these possible
causes for cancellations.
Photography: Agents of ITVP may take photographs or
videos of its trips and trip participants. Participants grant
ITVP permission to do so and allow ITVP to use such
photos and videos for promotional or commercial use
without payment of any fees or royalties. These photos will
be
available
on
our
photo
website
InsideTheVaticanPhotos.com following the pilgrimage. A
code is required to download these photos from Inside the
Vatican’s photo gallery. The code will be provided after
the pilgrimage.
Private Rooms and Single Supplement: A limited
number of single rooms are available at the single
supplement rate. If the allotted number of single
rooms is booked, any additional single rooms that we
may be able to book, if available, incur a fee in
addition to the Single Supplement fee.
Cancellations and Refunds: Cancellations must be
received in writing in order for any refunds to be
issued, and will be processed according to the date the
written notice is received. Although a verbal
cancellation is also appreciated, it will not be accepted
as official notice. Please mail the cancellation notice to
the address below. In the event of cancellation, monies
will be refunded minus the cancellation fee. The
cancellation fee will be calculated as follows:
•60 days prior to departure: $500.00 per
participant deposit
•59 to 30 days prior to departure: $500 per
participant deposit and 50% of total
cost*
•29 days or less prior to departure: 100% of
total cost*
*Cost includes: Land Package and single
supplement, if applicable.
If you purchase travel insurance, it may cover the
amount remaining after refund, depending on the
circumstances of the cancellation and the conditions of
the policy. Check with your travel insurance provider,
if applicable.
Tour Cancellation by ITVP: On rare occasions a
pilgrimage may have to be cancelled due to lack of
participation. In such a case, ITVP’s sole responsibility
is to provide a full refund. ITVP is not responsible and
does not assume responsibility for any additional costs
or any fees relating to the issuance and/or cancellation
of air tickets or other arrangements not made through
ITVP. Cancellations due to state advisories and/or
state warnings, acts of war, war, terrorism, acts of god,
natural disaster or any other circumstance outside the
control of ITVP, are not the fault of ITVP. Great effort
will be made to accommodate transfers to another trip
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or to revise the itinerary;
however, cancellation for any of
these reasons will not be eligible for a refund.
Room Service and Other Extraneous Charges:
Room Service and extraneous charges not expressly
listed as part of the Pilgrimage Package are not
included. Should a participant request room service,
or any other extraneous charge, including, but not
limited to, mini bar, laundry services, internet charges
or pay-per-view, the participant will be financially
responsible for those charges to be paid at the time of
check-out. If these charges are not paid at check-out,
ITVP will bill the participant accordingly.
Luggage: Baggage is at owner’s risk throughout the
tour.
Airfare: No airfare is included in the cost of this
package. For assistance purchasing airfare, please
contact our office.
Gratuities: Gratuities are not included. The
recommended daily gratuity per person is ($3.00 $5.00) per person for half-day bus tour; $5.00 - $10.00
per person for a full day excursion and $1.00 - $2.00
per person for a one-to two-hour tour.
Participation: ITVP reserves the right to decline or
remove any participant on any of its pilgrimages if, in
its sole discretion, it deems accepting or retaining any
such participant as being detrimental to the
pilgrimage. In the event any participant is removed
from a trip, ITVP is not obligated to refund to such
person that portion of the payment allocable to unused
services.
Health Requirements:
This pilgrimage requires
significant walking. Any medical conditions or special
equipment needs must be listed on the registration
form.
ITVP is not responsible for any medical
condition that occurs prior to, during or after the
pilgrimage.
Final Package: A final package containing documents and
local contact information will be mailed to each participant
one (1) to two (2) weeks prior to departure. A pilgrim book
will be included for all adult participants. Upon receipt of
your documents, you are responsible to check your itinerary,
spelling of your name, dates, times and other important
information to ensure their validity. Should your final
documents have any errors it is the participant’s
responsibility to contact ITVP immediately. Documents,
including tickets, are not guaranteed if final payment and
booking forms are not received by the deadline.
Unused Services: There will be no refund for any
unused portions of the pilgrimage. Refunds will not be
made to participants who miss any part of the
pilgrimage for any cause whatsoever.
Itinerary: Although ITVP and its agents and
representatives will make every effort to adhere to the
printed program and itinerary, on rare occasions it
may be necessary to adjust arrangements due to
unforeseen circumstances beyond our control
(including, but not limited to, such circumstances as
weather, acts of God, airline schedule change, hotel
requisitions, political disturbances, or transportation
mechanical problems). Should such adjustments be
necessary, substitutions will be made to the best of our
abilities. A refund will not be given. Any additional
costs necessitated by such changes are the full
responsibility of the participant. We do not guarantee
preferred seating at events.
Printing Disclaimer: ITVP is not responsible for
typographical or printing errors including errors in
trip cost. We reserve the right to re-invoice or correct
billing at any time.
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California Missions
with
Inside the Vatican Pilgrimages, March 16 – 24, 2020
PRICING TERMS: Price stated is as of November 2018 and could change prior to Final
Invoicing due to fluctuation in currency exchange rates or failure to have a minimum of 15
pilgrims. If the price increases, an invoice will be issued before the final payment is due, which
is 60 days prior to departure. Payment of the initial deposit for this trip indicates you have
accepted these pricing terms and all terms specified in the Terms and Conditions.
Name as it appears on your passport: (Enclose a copy of the picture page of your passport
with this form.
___________________________________________________________________________
Name you prefer_____________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
City_____________________ State______ Zip________ Country ____________________
Home Number ( ) ______________________ Office (

) _________________________

Cell ( ) ____________________ Will you be traveling with this cell phone? ___________
Email ______________________________________________________________________
Passport Number __________________________________ Exp. Date ________________
Date and Place of birth:_______________________________________________________
Emergency Contact ______________________________ Relationship ________________
Contact Numbers ____________________________________________________________
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

❏ Two Twin Beds ❏ One Matrimonial Bed

Name of Roommate: _______________________________________________________
❏ I would like a roommate; please put me in touch with other pilgrims who would like a
roommate. If a roommate cannot be found, I must pay the $700.00 single supplement fee.
❏ Single ($700.00 additional cost). I would like a single room. This Single Supplement Fee
is due with the final payment.
Checks payable to: Inside the Vatican Credit Card: Visa or Mastercard (circle one)
Name as it appears on Card: __________________________________ Amount: $________

PRICE

$3,090.00 Land Package
-$ 100.00 Book by Sept 1, 2019 Discount
-$ 95.00 Cash discount for payments
$2,895.00
by check or wire

Release:

Inside the Vatican Pilgrimages, Inside the Vatican, Inc.,
its employees, shareholders, officers and directors (collectively
“ITVP”) does not own or operate any entity which is to or does provide
goods or services for your trip, including, for example, lodging
facilities, transportation companies, local ground operators, including,
without limitation, various entities, which may utilize the ITVP name,
guides, sightseeing companies, entertainment, food or drink service
providers, equipment suppliers, etc. As a result, ITVP is not
responsible for any negligent or willful act or failure to act of any
person or entity it does not own or control. Without limitations ITVP is
not liable for any direct, indirect, consequential, or incidental damage,
injury, death, loss, accident, delay, inconvenience or irregularity of any
kind which may be occasioned by reason of any act or omission
beyond its control, including, without limitation any willfully or
negligent act, failure to act, breach of contract or violation of local law
or regulation of any third party such as a cruise line, airline, train, hotel,
bus, taxi, van, local ground handler or guide, whether or not it uses the
ITVP name, financial default or insolvency of any supplier which is to,
or does supply any goods or services for this trip. Similarly, ITVP is
not responsible for any loss, injury, death or inconvenience due to
delay or changes in schedule, overbooking of accommodation, default
or any third party, attacks or bites by animals, insects or pests, injury
or death while on activities sponsored by lodging facilities or by other
third parties, sickness, the lack of appropriate medical care,
evacuation to same, if necessary, weather, strikes, acts of God or
government, acts of terrorism, or the threat thereof, force majeure, war,
quarantine, epidemics, or the threat thereof, criminal activity or any
other cause beyond its control. Should Dr. Robert Moynihan or
Deborah Tomlinson be unable to participate in this event, reasonable
efforts will be made to secure a substitute. Regardless of the
participation of Dr. Robert Moynihan or Deborah Tomlinson, the tour
will proceed as scheduled on the dates listed. By signing this form to
participate on this trip you agree that the terms of the cancellation
penalty will be binding upon you regardless of whether Dr. Robert
Moynihan or Deborah Tomlinson is able to participate. ITVP is not
responsible for any loss incurred by participant including lost days of
the scheduled cruise/tour, due to a cancelled flight or other means and
modes of transportation. We will have daily Mass and strive to be in
places as indicated. However, sometimes this is not possible as the
site may not be available for Mass or itinerary changes are forced upon
us. In this case, an alternative site for Mass will be arranged.

Card Number: ______________________________________________________________
Security code (back of card) _____________ Expiration: ___________________________
Card Billing Address: _______________________________________________________

I have received, read and agree to the Terms and Conditions for California Missions, March 16
– 24, 2020 as well as the Pricing Terms, Payment Terms, and the “Release” outlined on the right
side of this form. I also agree that Inside the Vatican Pilgrimages cannot be held liable for any
injury or loss sustained during the pilgrimage. I agree to the cancellation terms and penalties.
Signature________________________________________________ Date_______________
Print Name__________________________________________________________________
Witness (a non-family member) Signature__________________________________________

CONSIDERATIONS Do You Use: ❏ walker ❏ cane
Dietary Restrictions ____________________________
Physical Limitations: (Please check all that apply)
❏ difficulty walking long distances
❏ difficulty standing ❏ difficulty climbing stairs
❏ medical conditions ❏ other ❏ none
Please Explain:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

For more information or to reserve your spot,
contact our US Office at 1-202-536-4555 or email
us at pilgrimages@InsideTheVatican.com

Witness (print name) __________________________________________________________
Revised: February 2019

Pilgrimages@InsideTheVatican.com u U.S. Office: 14 West Main Street, Front Royal VA 22630 u 202.536 4555

Dear Sir or Madame,
Thank you for taking the time to read about the greatly-anticipated California Missions Pilgrimage being offered by
Inside the Vatican Pilgrimages scheduled for March 16 - 24, 2020.
To join us, please mail the completed forms indicated below, along with the appropriate selected payment to reserve
your space, to our U.S. office. Space is very limited for this pilgrimage, so if you would like to join, we recommend you
contact us as soon as possible, either by email at pilgrimages@insidethevatican.com or by calling our office at 202-536-4555,
to have a space reserved for you. We will hold your space for seven (7) days until we receive your registration
information and payment.
Please mail the following items to the address below:
1.
2.
3.

Registration Form: Each participant is required to complete a registration form and include a copy of the picture
page of his or her passport or government issued photo identification, i.e. driver’s license or military ID card.
Non-refundable deposit: Check for $500.00 per participant, made payable to Inside the Vatican. If you prefer to
wire funds, please contact our office.
Cash Discount: To take advantage of the Cash Discount, you must pay the full discounted amount of $2,995.00
per participant, by cash or check, made payable to Inside the Vatican. Note: installment payment plans whereby
each installment payment is made by cash or check, the cash discount will be applied to the final installment
payment.
Inside the Vatican
14 W Main Street
Front Royal, VA 22630
Final Payment is Due, Wednesday, January 15, 2020

IMPORTANT NOTE: ***PLEASE DO NOT BOOK YOUR FLIGHT UNTIL AFTER YOU CHECK WITH OUR OFFICE
TO ENSURE WE HAVE ENOUGH PILGRIMS TO REACH THE MINUMUN REQUIRED NUMBER OF 15
PILGRIMS. *** When booking your airline flights into San Diego International Airport (airport code SAN), it is
recommended that you arrive a day early - Sunday, March 15, 2020 - to allow time to rest from your travels. I will be
happy to assist you in booking this extra night. If you do not plan to arrive a day early, it is best to arrive to the airport
(SAN) by 11 a.m., or earlier, if possible, on Monday, March 16, 2020. Transport will be provided via airport shuttle to the
nearby Porto Vista Hotel, where we will greet you. For your return home, please book your flight for Tuesday, March 24,
2020 out of San Jose International Airport (airport code SJU). We will be staying at the Pine Inn in Carmel our last night
of pilgrimage. Please provide us with a copy of your airline reservation either by email or U.S. mail. If you need
assistance with your airline flight arrangements, just let us know and we will be happy to assist you.
Should you have any questions about the pilgrimage, feel free to call us directly at 202-536-4555, extension 3. If you
would like to reserve your spot after business hours, simply send us an email to pilgrimages@InsideTheVatican.com,
and we will respond to you on the next business day. Please let us know how we can assist you in joining this
pilgrimage!
Lily Keats
Executive Assistant
Inside the Vatican
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